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Astbury May Queen 2025 
 

Wining the draw was a pleasant surprise 

and a beautiful opportunity for me to  

represent this stunning school.  

Thank you everyone for coming and 

thank you attendants for sharing this 

incredible experience with me.  

I am very excited to be a part of this 

wonderful event this year. 
 

Olivia, Y5 Astbury May Queen 2025. 

 

 
Astbury May King 2025 

 

I was really surprised that my name got called out of the hat 

but I am so excited to be Astbury 

May King. I am looking forward to 

representing the school and    

raising money. I would like to 

thank Alisha, Isabelle and Henry 

for their role as my crown,    

sceptre and sword bearers. I am 

hoping the sun shines on May Day.  

 
Jacob,  
Y5 King of Newbold Astbury 2025. 



May Day 2025 
 

May Queen of Newbold Astbury and Retinue  
 
 
 
 

 
May Queen:      Olivia Slavina 
 
King of Newbold Astbury:   Jacob Bourke 
 
Attendants:     Lily Lou Reece and   
       Sofia Wrench 
 
Little Maids:     Eliza Belcher, Sophia Bell, 
       Autumn Buckley, Myah Clarke, 
       Tilly Hogan, Evelyn Johnson, 
       Ella Lawson, Daisy Wardle
       Penny Purvis-Turton,  
        

Retiring Queen:     Florence Luckin 

 
Retiring attendants:    Seren Bibbey and  
       Kendal Johnson  
 
Retiring Little Maids:    Charlotte Clark and  
       Isabelle Winstanley  
 
Crown Bearer:      Alisha Ajibade 
 
Sceptre Bearer:     Henry McDermott 
 
Sword Bearer:     Isabelle Adams-Davies 



Astbury May Queen 2024 
 
 

I have absolutely loved being Astbury May Queen this year, it 
has been a great experience for me. 

I have attended many fetes representing Astbury as May 
Queen, alongside my attendants Seren & Kendal.  

We especially enjoyed Goostrey May Day where we decorated 
a van and dressed up for a Mad Hatter’s tea party and won 
first prize! 

I have worked hard organising events to raise money for the 
school including a bonfire bonanza, spreading love and       
positivity for valentines and selling Christmas cards and gifts. 

I would like to thank my supportive attendants, Seren &  

Kendal for all their help and I hope that Olivia enjoys her day 
and year as May Queen as much as I have. 

 

Flo, Astbury May Queen 2024 









The children and staff at Astbury St Mary’s 

Primary School have been working hard to 

practice for today. Each new May Day year 

starts on the last Friday in January. The old 

top hat in a box comes down from the loft 

and there is great excitement and anticipa-

tion in the School Hall. Names are drawn 

from the hat by the retiring Queen and King 

and those selected for this year start to take 

their places. This year Olivia and Jacob in 

Year Five were drawn from the hat.  
 

The children’s costumes are sorted, repaired and fitted by a team 

of volunteers – and ironed by proud parents! Endless dresses 

and jackets are tried on by the incoming retinue until they decide 

on a colour and style for their year of reign – this year has a focus 

on VE day and also Ukraine, Olivia’s home nation. Designing the 

front cover for the programme you have in your hand is the next 

stage of the May Day year. This year’s winner is Elsie Gosling, 

age six. Her colourful and simple design caught the eye of the 

selectors. There are lots of runners up and their designs are also 

included in the programme.  
 

At the start of the Summer Term, the dancing practicing starts 

with earnest. Ribbons in a tangle, dancers out of time and forget-

ting the next move – it’s all part of the learning process. I hope all 

goes well today, but whatever happens, the children will try their 

best, and I’m sure you’ll just love it.  
 

Thank you for attending today. I hope you and your family are 

having a fabulous day. 
 

Miss P. Blythe 

Head teacher 

Astbury St. Mary’s Primary School 













Mr Grumpy – May Day 2025 
 
 

‘Escape’ : definition (noun) – ‘a form of temporary distraction from reality / routine  

 
I very much believe in ‘buying local’ : we’ve used the same milkman for 25 years and 
haven’t got a clue how much I pay him vs Tesco and I’d much rather eat bacon from a 
cow I’ve previously said “mooo!” to on a weekend walk. I use local pubs / eateries (all I 
ask in return is that they light the fire / turn the heating on : I refuse to pay to shiver) 
and only use ‘Amazon’ as a last resort or if I need a 33” x 17mm reverse thread titani-
um bolt for the door hinge of the Apollo 12 command module overnight and ‘The 
Handy Cabin’ are out of stock. 
 

On that basis, I must confess I’m not writing this at home in Astbury, but down at a hotel at Grumpy PLC HQ, 
which is some 180 miles ‘darn sarf’. It somehow feels I’m cheating, and what I’m writing isn’t ‘authentic’ – I 
should be sat under the tree on the village green, writing with a feather quill. Please look up at the church 
spire and forgive me : I mean well, and I’m thinking of ‘home’ and May Day as I type – the sounds, smells & 
‘feeling’ are hard to forget after all these years. 
 

Last night, I wrote my weekly column for ‘The Chronicle’ and it reflected my ‘down’ mood : the day had been 
full of corporate nonsense & numbers, not to mention terminology & idioms like “Deep Dive / let’s circle back 
on that / move the needle” and “think outside the box” which is particularly offensive. The radiogram in the 
car driving to my hotel and then the news on the telly as I typed was just depressing : Trumpypants upsetting 
everyone, Europe (remember that? Did you vote to ‘leave’? – shame on you!) squabbling and following  
Mr Grecian 2000 around like lapdogs but firing insults behind his back while countries lobbing bombs at each 
other over the fence. Kids stabbing each other and ‘growing up’ to shoot even more. 
 

And I suspect I just got another speeding ticket – was I too keen to escape it all? 
 

But that’s the appeal of May Day : all animals are equal, there’s never a cross word and if you dropped a fiver, 
someone would hand it in, the Rector would bless it before Russel Watson grabbed the microphone & sang 
“Has anyone here dropped a fiver?” to the tune of “Has anyone here seen Kelly” (1908, bit hit for Florrie Ford 
who – by sheer coincidence is buried here in the graveyard*) 
 

I still think of my kids dancing around that Maypole (surely it’s not the same one?) and the Bigglesworth & 
Nepal Brass Brand getting mixed up, with half of them playing ‘The Spiders Web’ and the rest playing Robbie 
Williams ‘Angels’ while the conductor had a fight with the headteacher about the free cake & biscuits. And 
the refreshment marquee is always legendary : the ladies (can I say that?) start baking / cutting up butties a 
month in advance and I can remember my mum enviously eating the lemon drizzle and comparing it with her 
own. 
 

I miss ‘Nana’ being there and squabbling with the other Nana about who pushed the pram (grandad timed it, 
typically keeping the peace) and my dad never got to see any of it. 
 

But I know they are still there (forgive me while I pause typing….) 
 

Whatever goes on in the world – or, increasingly, maybe because of it - we all need an ‘escape’ from time to 
time. Maybe it’s a holiday, but maybe it’s easier, cheaper & more accessible to stand where you are today – 
typing this here, alone, I wish I was there now… 
 

Because it doesn’t get much better, more innocent, more pure, more wholesome, reassuring, kinder and 
more of an escape than this…. 
 

*this is actually a lie, but fitted in nicely 

 

Read ‘Mr Grumpy’ every week in ‘The Chronicle’ 





Astbury Garage Services Ltd 
 

Newcastle Road, Astbury, Congleton CW12 4QR 

Telephone: 01260 273341 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Servicing and Repairs 

M.O.T. Test Centre 

Fantastic Deals on Tyres 

Servicing - All Makes and Models 

 



A message from the Rector 
 

Hi, I am Heather Carter, the new Rector of  

St Mary’s Church. I have been asked to write a 

little something about me, although many of you 

will have read some of my bio either in the  

Parish magazine or in the Congleton Chronicle!  
 

So I just want to add a quote from Brooke 

Hampton: “I am pieces of all the places I have 

been, and all the people I have loved. I’ve been 

stitched together by song lyrics, book quotes, 

adventure, late night conversations, moonlight, 

and the smell of coffee.”  
 

I’m looking forward to my first experience of 

Astbury May Day! I look forward to welcoming 

you into St Mary’s either 

at the May Day Service  

or at another time.  
 

Please do come and say  

Hello! 







ASTBURY 
 

Village Hall 

Recently refurbished with NEW BAR 
large kitchen, dance floor and free WiFi 

 
Ideal for: Parties, Weddings, Christenings, etc. 

 
All enquiries:  astburyvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
www.astburyvillagehall.co.uk 







The Nursery Vision 
  

The Nursery strives to create a provision of a very high quality within a 
child-centred, happy, secure and stimulating environment. 

 
The Nursery opened its doors in 1989 and since then has offered  quality       

childcare to children aged two to 4 years 11 months. 
 

Situated on Wagg Street, Congleton, The Nursery boasts a strong team of highly 
qualified and experienced staff who have worked together for many years. 

 

Manager Samantha Greer said “We feel that quality and consistency                  
has been a key factor in our success.”  

 

Learning through play is paramount to a children’s development and The Nursery 
aims to create an environment that caters for children’s individual needs with a 

strong belief that there should be no distinction between work and play. 

Thenursery1989  thenurserycongleton 



Cover Runners up 

Johnny Y2 Jenson Y2 

Grayson Y2 Flo Y6 



Tilly Y4 

Molly Y4 

Joseph Y4 

More Runners up 




